many excellent articles by Japanese scientists dealing mainly with ecology-related fields such as autoecology, population ecology, community ecology, and palaeoecology. But it was decided that the large number of Japanese-language articles tended to discourage non-Japanese-speaking readers and limit the circulation and impact of the journal, so, in 1999, the journal was separated into two journals according to language, Benthos Research being reserved for English-language articles, while the Nippon Benthos Gakkaishi (the Japanese Journal of Benthology) dealt with Japanese-language articles, concentrating on providing Japanese scientists with information about benthos and about the association in their native language.
